North Wales Research and Service Development Update Day, Thursday 27th January 2011

Over fifty people, from statutory and voluntary agencies, attended our annual North Wales update day in the University Nantlle Building to hear about the research and service developments with the IY Parent, Child and Teacher programmes across North and Mid Wales. Delegates included head teachers, teachers and other school-based staff, early intervention staff and managers, Looked After Children service staff and clinical and educational psychologists. 

Participants were welcomed by the Vice Chancellor, Professor John Hughes who delighted the audience by sharing his own knowledge of the IY programmes gained at his prior post as President of the National University of Ireland, Maynooth. This project, the Irish Evaluation of the IY Parent programme was conducted by Dr Sinead McGilloway and colleagues and had been supported by us. Professor Hughes explained that during this project he visited and spoke with some very disadvantaged Dublin families that were engaged in the parenting research and that the programme made an enormous difference to their lives. He saw our work as exactly the sort of community-focused work that Bangor should be undertaking as it made a real difference to people’s lives.

Professor Hughes welcomed Alun Ffred Jones, Assembly Member for Arfon who was also enthusiastic about the work and has followed the progress of the programmes in Wales for many years.

Huw Maguire of the Family Support Branch of the Welsh Assembly Government provided an update on the WAG Child Poverty Strategy and their Families First initiative.

During the day delegates heard about all of the current research programmes, including the School Readiness and Baby Parent programmes and the BIG lottery funded Dinosaur School project in Gwynedd schools as well as service updates from North Wales and Powys.
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