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Title: Setting the scene: Progress with the Parenting Action Plan for Wales in supporting the delivery of the Incredible Years programme.
This paper describes the development of the IY programmes in Wales. The importance of supporting staff in delivering the programmes led to the ongoing training programme, the research programme and the establishment of the IY Centre, providing advice and support to people across Wales. In 2005, the Welsh Assembly Government announced support for the IY parent programme through funding training for staff in every local Authority in Wales. Training commenced in April 2006 and will continue until March 2008. Work to date is described along with plans for 2007/8 and issues that need to be addressed to achieve effective service delivery. 
The paper also describes the shift in Government thinking in England resulting in a number of demonstration projects of evidenced based programmes, including the IY parent programme, and the  recognition of the need to target high risk families who otherwise fail to engage in universal services,
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Dr. Judy Hutchings has worked in North Wales for the last 30 years. She is a Consultant Clinical Psychologist with the North West Wales NHS Trust and works with children with significant behavioural difficulties in both specialist and primary care service providers and other educators concerned with children and their families. She is also Director of a research team based in the University of Wales, Bangor where she has worked since 1988 and undertakes research with referred children and their families and in early preventive work.   She has held a number of grants and is the principal grant holder for the Health Foundation Grant researching the efficacy of the Webster-Stratton Incredible Years BASIC parenting programme for ‘high risk’ children in Sure Start services across North Wales. She has published extensively and established the Incredible Years Wales, Centre to research and train people to deliver the Webster-Stratton parent, child and teacher programmes.

